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EAGLES GIVE UM $5,000 FOR CANCER RESEARCH
MISSOULA-The University of Montana has received a $5,000 grant from the Art
Ehrmann Cancer Fund of the Fraternal Order of Eagles to support research
directed by Dr. Kenneth F. Watson of the UM chemistry faculty.
Watson said the grant will be used to continue studies on defining the
molecular events in the conversion of a normal cell to a tumor cell by a
leukemia virus.
"Clinical approaches to cancer prevention and treatment will be most
effective when founded on a basic understanding of the chemistry and biology
of the process of tumor formation,"

Watson said.

"The objective of our

research program is to contribute to this basic understanding by defining
specific molecular events in the formation of the tumorous state.
"More specifically, we are using the RNA tumor virus as a model to investigate
the expression -- expression meaning in this context the detectible effect -and duplication of the tumor virus genes which are responsible for the onset of
the cancer.

This presently includes studies of the transfer of viral genetic

information to the infected cell and the regulation of expression of that genetic
information."
The grant was accepted for the University by Watson at the Eagles' state
convention in Butte June 20.

The presentation was made by Tom Johnson, Libby,

past state president of the Eagles.
Watson said that Pat Stiles, a Missoula member of the Eagles, was instrumental
in obtaining the grant.
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Watson, who joined the UM faculty in 1973, holds a Ph.D.
from Oregon State University, Corvallis.

in biochemistry

He has been a National Institute of

Health postdoctoral fellow at Columbia University, a fellow of the International
Agency for Research on Cancer at the Robert Koch Institute, Berlin, Germany, and
an American Cancer Society faculty research awardee at UM.
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